WORLDWIDE SPEAKERS GROUP LLC
YOUR GLOBAL PARTNER IN THOUGHT LEADERSHIP

LADY FIONA CARNARVON
Fiona, the 8th Countess of Carnarvon lives at Highclere Castle, the “Real Downton Abbey”. Over the course of
the last five years it has become one of the most iconic houses in the world and Lady Carnarvon and her
husband, the Earl of Carnarvon, have sought to share the stories and heritage.
At the centre of her ethos is to follow her heart, to engage with people and hope they might love Highclere
whether locally, nationally or even internationally. Lady Carnarvon has looked for stories: fortunately for
Highclere, the 5th Earl of Carnarvon and Howard Carter discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun and that was
the first story and exhibition the current Carnarvon’s created in the cellars of the Castle.
Lady Carnarvon began her career as an author by writing the guidebook to Highclere and a guide to the
Egyptian exhibition and story transporting visitors in the cellars back to Egypt. The guidebook for example has
sold over 100,000 copies. Lady Carnarvon has written two historical books, Lady Almina and Lady Catherine;
the first looks at the First World War when Highclere really was a hospital. The TC series represented Downton
Abbey as a convalescent home and Lady Carnarvon takes the reader to Egypt where the story ends with
treasure and tragedy. The second Book Lady Catherine looks at the twenties and thirties and the Second
World War through the real characters upstairs and downstairs. There are fascinating comparisons with what
is seen on TV through the skilful scripts of Julian Fellow, a friend of the Carnarvons, who has often stayed at
Highclere with them. At Home at Highclere: Entertaining at the Real Downton Abbey, the 8th Countess of
Carnarvon invites you to enjoy five real weekends at Highclere from the mid-19th Century to the present day;
Disraeli’s reform cabinet in 1866, a literary weekend with Henry James in 1886, a visit from the Prince of
Wales in 1895, a musical Easter with Malcolm Sargent in 1935 and a life in the weekend of Highclere today.
Lady Carnarvon tells the stories of the great and the good, the art of hosting through the ages, and, most
critically the delicious recipes to suit every occasion – from the crowd-pleasing Highclere Loin of Venison for a
weekend treat or Summer Pudding, a favorite of Lord Carnarvon and his cricket XI. Her latest book, Christmas
at Highclere, is a look behind the scenes at the recipes and traditions that create the most magical time of the
year at the most famous house in the world.
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